
 

 

STRONG IN FAITH 

BE STRONG SERIES PART 3 
 

 
 

Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong.  

1 Corinthians 16:13 (NIV) 
 

 

BIG IDEA: DIFFICULTIES ARE DIVINE OPPORTUNITIES TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S GRACE AND GROW STRONGER IN 

FAITH. 
 

 

And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson and 

Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the prophets… who through faith conquered 

kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths 

of lions… quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose 

weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed 

foreign armies. Hebrews 11:32-34 (NIV) 
 

 

 

1. DIFFICULT TIMES ARE OPPORTUNITIES TO DRAW NEAR TO GOD AND GRACE 
 

The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and for seven years he gave them into the 

hands of the Midianites. Judges 6:1 (NIV) 
 

Because the power of Midian was so oppressive, the Israelites prepared shelters for 

themselves in mountain clefts, caves and strongholds. Judges 6:2 (NIV) 
 

Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, the Midianites, Amalekites and other 

eastern peoples invaded the country. Judges 6:3 (NIV) 
 

They camped on the land and ruined the crops all the way to Gaza and did not spare 

a living thing for Israel, neither sheep nor cattle nor donkeys. Judges 6:4 (NIV) 
 

They came up with their livestock and their tents like swarms of locusts. It was impossible 

to count them or their camels; they invaded the land to ravage it. Judges 6:5 (NIV) 
 

Midian so impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to the Lord for help.  

Judges 6:6 (NIV) 
 

 

 

2. GOD SEES US AS WE ARE IN CHRIST 
 

When the Israelites cried out to the Lord because of Midian… Judges 6:7 (NIV) 
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He sent them a prophet, who said, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: I 

brought you up out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.” Judges 6:8 (NIV) 
 

“I rescued you from the hand of the Egyptians. And I delivered you from the hand of all 

your oppressors; I drove them out before you and gave you their land.”  

Judges 6:9 (NIV) 
 

“I said to you, ‘I am the Lord your God; do not worship the gods of the Amorites, in 

whose land you live. ’But you have not listened to me.” Judges 6:10 (NIV) 
 

The angel of the Lord came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to 

Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it 

from the Midianites. Judges 6:11 (NIV) 
 

When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he said, “The Lord is with you, mighty 

warrior.” Judges 6:12 (NIV) 
 

 

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment.” Matthew 22:37 (NIV) 
 

 

 

3. GOD’S PRESENCE IS THE PRIORITY 
 

Gideon replied, “…If the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to us?  

Judges 6:13 (NIV) 
 

 

The Lord turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of 

Midian’s hand…” Judges 6:14 (NIV) 
 

A few things to notice here… 

• God turned to him and spoke — faith comes by hearing the word of the 

Lord. 
 

• God did not answer the question directly. 
 

• Gideon had enough strength to be a deliverer for himself and others — go 

in the strength you have. 
 

 

Gideon replied, “…How can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am 

the least in my family.” Judges 6:15 (NIV) 
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The Lord answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites, leaving 

none alive.” Judges 6:16 (NIV) 
 

 

 

The key to Gideon’s faith was hearing the word of the Lord.  

The key to Gideon’s success was that God was with him. 
 

 

 

I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in 

need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in 

any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I 

can do all this through him [Christ] who gives me strength. Philippians 4:11-13 (NIV) 
 

 

 

4. PUBLIC PROMOTION COMES OUT OF PRIVATE VICTORY 
 

Before Gideon could pursue the heroic mission ahead of him, a test of his devotion had 

to be conducted. The compromised faith of his family had to be resolved before God 

would move him into position. 
 

That same night the Lord said to him, “Take the second bull from your father’s herd, the 

one seven years old. Tear down your father’s altar to Baal and cut down the Asherah 

pole beside it. Judges 6:25 (NIV) 
 

Then build a proper kind of altar to the Lord your God on the top of this height. Using the 

wood of the Asherah pole that you cut down, offer the second bull as a burnt offering.” 

Judges 6:26 (NIV) 
 

So Gideon took ten of his servants and did as the Lord told him. But because he was 

afraid of his family and the townspeople, he did it at night rather than in the daytime. 

Judges 6:27 (NIV) 
 

 

 

5. GOD PATIENTLY WORKS TO MAKE US STRONG IN FAITH 
 

Now all the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern peoples joined forces and crossed 

over the Jordan and camped in the Valley of Jezreel. Judges 6:33 (NIV) 
 

 

Then the Spirit of the Lord came on Gideon, and he blew a trumpet, summoning the 

Abiezrites to follow him. Judges 6:34 (NIV) 
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He sent messengers throughout Manasseh, calling them to arms, and also into Asher, 

Zebulun and Naphtali, so that they too went up to meet them. Judges 6:35 (NIV) 

Gideon said to God, “If you will save Israel by my hand as you have promised…”  

Judges 6:36 (NIV) 
 

“…look, I will place a wool fleece on the threshing floor. If there is dew only on the 

fleece and all the ground is dry, then I will know that you will save Israel by my hand, as 

you said.” Judges 6:37 (NIV) 
 

And that is what happened. Gideon rose early the next day; he squeezed the fleece 

and wrung out the dew—a bowlful of water. Judges 6:38 (NIV) 
 

Then Gideon said to God, “Do not be angry with me. Let me make just one more 

request. Allow me one more test with the fleece, but this time make the fleece dry and 

let the ground be covered with dew.” Judges 6:39 (NIV) 
 

That night God did so. Only the fleece was dry; all the ground was covered with dew. 

Judges 6:40 (NIV) 
 

 

 

6. SUCCESS IS DETERMINED BY GOD'S POWER, NOT OURS 
 

Early in the morning… Gideon and all his men camped at the spring of Harod. The 

camp of Midian was north of them… Judges 7:1 (NIV) 
 

The Lord said to Gideon, “You have too many men. I cannot deliver Midian into their 

hands, or Israel would boast against me, ‘My own strength has saved me.’”  

Judges 7:2 (NIV) 
 

"Now announce to the army, ‘Anyone who trembles with fear may turn back and leave 

Mount Gilead.’” So twenty-two thousand men left, while ten thousand remained. 

Judges 7:3 (NIV) 
 

But the Lord said to Gideon, “There are still too many men. Take them down to the 

water, and I will thin them out for you there…” Judges 7:4 (NIV) 
 

Three hundred of them drank from cupped hands, lapping like dogs. All the rest got 

down on their knees to drink. Judges 7:6 (NIV) 
 

The Lord said to Gideon, “With the three hundred men that lapped I will save you and 

give the Midianites into your hands. Let all the others go home.” Judges 7:7 (NIV) 
 

So Gideon sent the rest of the Israelites home but kept the three hundred, who took 

over the provisions and trumpets of the others. Judges 7:8 (NIV) 


